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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S
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    It has been a real pleasure to 

serve with all of you and make 

sure the music never 

stopped.”                       -Page 2

     That is when the rule kicked 

in . . . ya can’t grant a no-

answer default judgment after 

an answer was filed.”                    

                        -Page 5
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celebrAting our
PAst Presidents

Swearing-In 
Ceremony & 
Reception, 5:30-7:00.  
Happy State Bank

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Brad Howard, President
Joby Mills, President-Elect
Jennie Knapp, Vice President
Matt Sherwood, Secretary-Treasurer
Chris Jensen, Immediate Past President
 
Terms Expire 2019:
Audrey Mink
Josh Woodburn
Bobby Ramirez
 
Courtney White, AAYLA President
Janet Byars, Executive Director
Erica Beacom, AMA-LAW Editor

Terms Expire 2020:
Robyn Nance
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian

Amarillo Area Bar Association honored 19 of its previous Presidents at the 
monthly luncheon on April 11.  Pictured above are: Back row: Tim Newsom, 
Paul Williamson, Dusty Stockard, Bill Brian, Chris Jensen, James Doores, Tom 
Bunkley, Hon. Clint Averitte, Brian Heinrich, and John Irwin.  Seated:  Robert 
Sanders, Brad Howard (current President), Hon. Abe Lopez, Mark White, Terry 
White, Michele Fortunato, Susan Burnette, Kelly Utsinger, and Justice James 
Campbell. Also attending but not pictured was Mark Logsdon.        
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By: Brad Howard

PlaYing in thE Band
I would like to give thanks to everyone who has made this such a good 

year for the AABA.  Some of the best things about this year include our 
members’ renewed interest in assisting Legal Aid with its pro bono efforts 
in our local communities (thanks to Kay Pechin for showing us how to 
help), the formation of a committee to work with judges to update our local 
rules (thanks to Tom Riney for chairing the committee), and the wonderful 
collaboration among the AABA, the Amarillo Area Bar Foundation (AABF), 
the Amarillo Area Young Lawyers Association (AAYLA), and the Amarillo 
Area Women’s Bar Association (AAWBA) to support the promised land of 
the new-look Spring Institute on May 3rd.

The local bar associations, including the AABA, AABF, AAYLA, and 
AAWBA, all provide a great service to the bar, and we are extremely grateful 
for their efforts.  On behalf of AABA, I want to express great appreciation 
to Joby Mills, Jennie Knapp, and Matt Sherwood for their exceptional 
work to keep the AABA trucking along.  Joby will serve as President next 
year, Jennie as President-Elect, and Matt as Vice President, and we also 
welcome Liberty Lay as our new Secretary-Treasurer.  The AABA will 
be in great hands, and I will try to mentor them as well as Chris Jensen 
mentored me this year in his role as Past-President.  I would like to thank 
our outgoing Directors:  Audrey Mink, Josh Woodburn, and Bobby Ramirez, 
who dutifully served their two-year terms as Directors, and welcome our 
incoming Directors: John Headrick, Blair Oscarsson, and Tyler Topper. As a 
result of rotating leadership, adherence to traditional bar values, and fresh 
new faces, AABA is built to last. 

The AAYLA has elected the following officers for next year:  Thomas 
McMillian (President), Richard Biggs (Vice President), Brittany Taylor 
(Treasurer), and Ben Doyle (Secretary).  Please be sure to thank them for 
their service to the Bar.  The AAYLA Directors include virtually every single 
young lawyer in town, but more specifically: Tyler Alley, William Biggs, 
Cole Brown, Alysia Cordova, Tyler DiMarino, Grant Gibson, Joe Hinton, 
Jake Jekabsons, Tom Knapp, Matthew Merriott, Cho Sherwood, Matthew 
Stringer, Paige Havins, Andy Linn (new), Eric Clinton (new), Jonathan 
Hinders (new), Titiana Frausto (new), and Monique Pena (new).  AAYLA is 
very active in our local Bar and regularly sponsors CLE, happy hour events, 

and fundraisers to support bar 
members and our local community.      

Thanks also to Andrew 
Evans, the AABF President, who 
was steady in his leadership and 
then went above and beyond by 
agreeing to form a committee to 
set up the Beef with the Bench 
fundraiser in March to support 
Legal Aid.  Blair Oscarrson and 
the Amarillo Area Women’s Bar 
Association provided great support 
for the Spring Institute and created 
the first annual alternative to golf 
event. Andrew, Blair, and everyone 
who serves with them on AABF and 
AAWBA deserve our many thanks 
for their service to the Bar.   Also, 
I want to give special thanks to our 
AMA-LAW Editor Erica Beacom, 
who puts in a lot of hours to ensure 
that AMA-LAW is error freeze (just 
kidding, Erica), content-driven, and 
roughly on time.  Hers are the eyes 
of the world.

Finally, I would Iike to thank 
our Executive Director Janet Byars 
for her work to ensure, by means 
of friendly suggestions and gentle 
nudging, that the AABA Executive 
Board consistently meets the 
annual requirements.  Janet is uber 
organized, very pleasant to work 
with, and a real part of the AABA’s 
recurring success.

It is humbling to work with 
so many leaders and others who 
toil behind the scenes without any 
expectation of recognition.  To 
those I have not mentioned, thank 
you for being the silent partners who 
make our dynamic bar organization 
succeed year after year.  It has been 
a real pleasure to serve with all of 
you and make sure the music never 
stopped.  
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Young lawYEr of thE 
Month: BrodY g. hinds

In 2018, Brody G. Hinds joined 
Brown & Fortunato as a member of 
the firm’s Corporate group where 
he spends his time keeping Alfonso 
Zambrano and Tom Knapp in line. 
Brody was raised in Keys, Oklahoma 
(read: panhandle). Loving all things 
Oklahoma, Brody ventured off to big 
city of Norman to seek a Bachelor of 
Arts in Public Affairs and Administra-
tion from the University of Oklahoma. 

After graduating with honors, 

Brody G. Hinds Brody decided he loved Norman 
too much to leave and enrolled in 
the University of Oklahoma College 
of Law. In 2018, Brody received his 
Juris Doctor from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law, graduat-
ing with distinction. While at OU Law, 
he served as the Executive Editor 
of the American Indian Law Review, 
was named a Dean’s Leadership Fel-
low, and served as a member of the 
Board of Advocates. 

After spending the good majority 
of his life within the state of Oklaho-

ma, Brody decided to take his talents 
to Amarillo, Texas. At Brown & For-
tunato, Brody is learning the ‘art of 
the deal’ through the firm’s mergers 
& acquisitions practice. Brody is also 
a member of the State Bar of Texas, 
the Amarillo Bar Association, and the 
Amarillo Young Lawyers Association. 

When Brody is not in the office 
closing deals, Brody enjoys traveling, 
spending time with friends and family, 
and cheering on the Oklahoma 
Sooners.

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com

Downtown law firm with free standing building located at 310 W. 6th Street, has two, currently vacant offices for 
rent. Offices are each approximately 11x14’. Tenants would have access to a waiting area staffed with reception-
ists and two large conference rooms as well as off street parking. Space was formerly occupied for over 40 years 
by the Law Office of Selden Hale. Please contact Jeff Tormey at 355-2700 for further information.



7th Court of
aPPEals uPdatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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A trial court cannot grant a no-answer default judgment 
when an answer has been filed.  Just when you think that is 
a rather basic rule everyone knows, here comes the curve 
ball.  In Traditions Oil & Gas, LLC v. Comac Well Serv., LLC, 
No. 07-17-00374-CV, 2019 Tex. App. LEXIS 2126 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo March 18, 2018), the trial court 1) granted a 
no-answer default judgment when an answer had not been 
filed, 2) granted the defendant’s motion for new trial, and 
3) then reconsidered its decision and “reinstated” its prior 
default judgment.  It just so happened that the defendant 
slipped in an answer before the default was reinstated.  We 
held that the reinstatement did not nullify its prior decision 
to grant a new trial and was actually a new no-answer 
default judgment.  That is when the rule kicked in . . . ya 
can’t grant a no-answer default judgment after an answer 
was filed.  Ah, technicalities . . . the life of the law.

I was sitting in a legislative budget hearing in Austin 
recently when Chief Justice Hecht was asked about the 
growing number of cases terminating the parental rights 
between parent and child.  Apparently, it is a concern to 
many, not just us judges.  It seems that most of the parents 
involved are indigent.  That means they are entitled to 
appointed counsel.  In In re A.R., No. 07-18-00350-CV, 2019 
Tex. App. LEXIS 524 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Jan. 28, 2019), the 
father appeared by phone after being arrested in another 
state and without counsel.  The trial court had not informed 
him of his right to an attorney if indigent.  Father’s time on 
the phone was limited, and he asked for an extension so he 
could work services to keep his parental rights.  Time ran out 
for the father and his calls were disconnected.  But the trial 
continued.  We treated the father’s multiple pro se requests 

for an extension as a request for a continuance because it 
was made under oath.  And, because he was not told of his 
right to an attorney if he were indigent and the trial was not 
halted so the topic of indigence could be addressed, we 
concluded that a continuance was warranted and granted 
father a new trial.  While out-and-about, I’ve heard some lay 
people call constitutional rights mere “technicalities.”  That 
kind of makes me chuckle.  Nevertheless, parental rights are 
of constitutional dimension.  Whether they are technicalities 
or not, interference with them must proceed with caution 
and care.

With this, I again end thusly . . . “summertime, and the 
livin’ is easy.”  Talk to you next Fall.     

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

In Memorium
Robert E. “Bob” Barfield 89, of Amarillo, died Monday, March 19, 2019 in Amarillo.
Bob was born August 8, 1929 in Lorane, Georgia, to Henry Lee and Minnie Daniel Barfield. He 

was raised in Lorane and Macon, Georgia. He graduated Mercer University in Macon with both an 
A.B. and LL.B.  

Bob served in the Army from 1953 to 1955, beginning during peace talks of the Korean War.
He practiced law in Macon, Lubbock and Amarillo from 1955 until 2009, with a two year interval 

in the stock brokerage business from 1969 to 1971.  Bob was fond of saying he had “practiced 
law for fifty years and was going to keep practicing until he got it right”. He was a regular attender, 
vestry member and lay reader at several Episcopal and Anglican churches.  He was a member of 
St. Mark’s Anglican Church at the time of his death.

One AABA lawyer of Bob’s generation remembers that Bob was the first lawyer hired to serve 
the needs of the indigent after bar president Harlow Sprouse formed a committee in the early 1970s 
to study and recommend the establishment of legal aid in our community, financed by Amarillo 
Bar Association member dues.  Another lawyer of Bob’s generation recalls that Bob Barfield was 
“pleasant, courteous.”

Bob was preceded in death by a son Robert, Jr.  He is survived by two daughters, Ellen Elizabeth 
and Susan Keophila, by four grandchildren and seven great-grandchilden.

Virtual O�ce - Day O�ce - O�ce Suites - Conference Rooms - Plug & Play

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410
cathy@downtownexeco�ce.com

downtownexeco�ce.com

aaBa/aaBf/aaYla 
swEaring-in CErEMonY & 

rECEPtion
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2019
Location:  Happy State Bank and Trust   
 Company * Executive Dining Room   
 (1st Floor)
 701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas
Time: 5:30p.m.

Please join us for a swearing-in ceremony 
and reception honoring our newly elected officers 
and directors of the Amarillo Area Bar Association, 
Amarillo Area Bar Foundation, and Amarillo Area 
Young Lawyers Association for the 2019-20 fiscal 
year.  We also will be honoring our outgoing officers 
and directors of each respective board for their 
service.  Heavy hor d’ouevres and drinks will be 
served.

Please RSVP to Jennifer at jcruz@happybank.
com



young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs

P a g e  3 ,  A M A - L AW,   M A Y  2 0 1 4P a g e  6 ,  A M A - L AW,   M A Y  2 0 1 4

Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
$25........................................................Rick Russwurm
$50...............................................Matthew Bartosiewicz
$75................................................................Josh Flores

None were present to win

The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 
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Kirk Crutcher
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Kirk@CrutcherMediation.com

“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 
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Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

40 YEARS SUPPORTING TEXAS LAWYERS

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074
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806.342.4700  •  301 South Polk Street

D ow n tow n  A m a r i l lo ’ s  O r i g i n a l  H i g h - R i s e 
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The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  
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SAVE THE DATE
2019 Trial Academy

on Voir Dire and Jury Selection

October 17, 2019
Potter County Courthouse

AABF Scholarship 
Announcement 
The Amarillo Area Bar Found- 

ation is pleased to announce that 
Jalee Blackwell, Brad Bowen, 
Christian Filsouf, and Molly Madsen 
are the recipients of the 2019-2020 
AABF scholarships.  Jalee was born 
in Amarillo and graduated from 
West Texas A&M University with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
in International Business.  She will 
graduate from West Texas A&M 
University this semester with a 
Master of Business Administration.  
Brad was born in Amarillo, graduated 
from Amarillo High School, and 
attended Amarillo College.  He 
received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Accounting and a 
Master of Science in Accountancy 
from Texas A&M University.  He is 
admitted at the University of Texas 
School of Law.  Christian grew up 
in Amarillo and graduated from 
Amarillo High School.  He graduated 
from The University of Texas at 
Dallas with both a Bachelor of 
Business Administration and Master 
of Business Administration. He is 
currently admitted at the Southern 
Methodist University Dedman School 
of Law.  Molly grew up in Amarillo 
and graduated from Amarillo High 
School.  She received a Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering 
from Texas Tech University and is 
currently completing her second 
year at the University of Texas 
School of Law.  Each scholarship is 
$2,500 for the 2019-2020 academic 
year.  Congratulations to this year’s 
recipients.

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a 
rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Who was the first 
governor of Texas?

1-800-204-2222



young lawyeR
of the month

By Richard Biggs
William Biggs is my “little” brother. 

I’m not sure where he got the idea, although 
an intense sibling rivalry during early years 
might be in play, but William tells people 
that among his life ambitions is a deep seat-
ed desire to surpass his older brother – me. 
When asked, William usually concedes that 
there are a variety of ways to measure an in-
dividual’s accomplishments, and that it’s not 
a serious goal, anyways. But in the very next 
breath, William will consistently point out 
that while we both attended undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin, he had the 
higher grades. 

As a result of his higher grades and test 
scores (William was one question away from 
a perfect LSAT score), William attended 
the University of Chicago for law school. In 
Chicago, William discovered that, unlike in 
Texas, November snow would stick around 
until April, and  his South-side neighbors 
weren’t as consistently friendly as the folks 

back in Amarillo. 
After one year in Chicago, William de-

cided that he wanted settle down in Texas, so 
he spent his law school summer working at 
Mullin Hoard & Brown. I found this to be 
an unexpected and worrisome development 
because I’ve observed that one quick way to 
the unemployment line is to be replaced by 
someone more suited for the job. William 
has a stated goal of out-doing me, and a 
matching track record, both of which sig-
naled that I could be in for more direct com-
petition than I felt I could handle. Nonethe-
less, the firm extended William a job offer 
over my vociferous objections, and he joined 
the firm in 2012. Neither of us has gotten 
the other fired, yet.

William’s geographic preference wasn’t 
the only surprise; he didn’t move back to 
Amarillo alone, either. While in Chicago, 
William used his expansive powers of per-
suasion to hoodwink a beautiful young lady, 

Sara Simpson, into joining him in his move 
to Amarillo. I’m not sure what William told 
Sara to convince her that Amarillo was, like 
Chicago, a very exciting and urban place to 
live. Whatever the story was, it worked, and 
they are engaged to be married in October.

William is now in his second full year 
of practice as a litigation associate at Mul-
lin Hoard & Brown. As far as I can tell, he 
spends his free time preoccupied with home 
maintenance, Dr. Who, and his lovely fian-
cée. I’m supposed to write that his family is 
all very proud of him, which is true. I count 
myself lucky to work with such a talented, 
smart, and honest young man, and I am su-
premely confident that he will have a bright 
and illustrious future as long as he continues 
to follow in my footsteps.

William Biggs
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Ethics Helpline
The State Bar of Texas offers a free Ethics Helpline service for

attorneys with questions about their obligations under the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.   There are two attor-
neys who staff the helpline and render nonbinding, nonconfidential
advice. 

The State Bar of Texas Ethics Helpline phone number is (800)
532-3947.  It is operated during normal business hours. 

Veterans Oral History Project
As part of the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project,

the State Bar and the Texas Court Reporters Association have unit-
ed to record and preserve the oral histories of Texas lawyers who
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  If you are interested in be-
ing a part of this project, please call the AABA office (371-7226) or
e-mail us at director@amarillobar.org.
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Downtown Amarillo’s
Premier Office Space and Commercial Condos

Call Jeffrey Tidmore @ 806-372-9160

LEGAL BRIEFS

If you have news, we want to hear from you.  Send your infor-
mation to the AABA:  email director@amarillobar.org, fax 379-
9259, or call 371-7226.

Law Office of Titiana D. Frausto
Announcing the opening of the Law Office of

Titiana D. Frausto in the Chase Building, 600 S. Tyler,
Suite 1505.  Mrs. Frausto focuses mainly in the areas of
Criminal Defense and Family Law. She practiced for
three years as an associate with the Abbott Law Office.
Mrs. Frausto strives to provide quality legal representa-
tion and personalized attention to residents of the Texas
Panhandle. 

loving care may prove ungrateful.
Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happi-
ness and our good name may become
traitors to their faith.  The money that a
man has, he may lose.  It flies away from
him, perhaps when he needs it most.  A
man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a
moment of ill-considered action.  The
people who are prone to fall on their
knees to do us honor when success is
with us, may be the first to throw the
stone of malice when failure settles its
cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish
friend that man can have in this selfish
world, the one that never deserts him,
the one that never proves ungrateful or
treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog
stands by him in prosperity and in
poverty, in health and in sickness.  He
will sleep on the cold ground, where the
wintry winds blow and the snow drives
fiercely, if only he may be near his mas-
ter’s side.  He will kiss the hand that has
no food to offer.  He will lick the
wounds and sores that come in encoun-
ters with the roughness of the world.
He guards the sleep of his pauper mas-
ter as if he were a prince.  When all oth-
er friends desert, he remains.  When
riches take wings, and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the
sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth,
an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no high-
er privilege than that of accompanying
him, to guard him against danger, to
fight against his enemies.  And when the
last scene of all comes, and death takes
his master in its embrace and his body is
laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way,
there by the graveside will the noble dog
be found, his head between his paws, his
eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness,
faithful and true even in death.

George Graham Vest - c. 1855

Join us as part of
Amarillo's history.

Fishbowl Drawing:
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The Chief Justice Charles Reynolds
Lifetime Achievement Award
Awarded to Harlow Sprouse

The Texas legal community lost an important contributor on April 5,
2013.

Harlow Sprouse was born March
19, 1931 in Vega. In the early 1950s
Harlow served in the Air Force as an
electrician and bomber on the B-36,
“the Big Stick”.  After serving his coun-
try he then graduated from the
University of North Texas in 1956 with
a degree in Political Science.  At The
University of Texas School of Law,
Harlow participated in the First Annual
Moot Court and gained legendary status
for turning down the Texas Law Review
because he was told that one couldn’t do
both Law Review and Moot Court.  In
1959 he won the school’s Moot Court
and was named the Outstanding Senior
Student.  Harlow finished third in his
class, and received the second highest score on the bar exam in 1960.

Harlow’s law career began with the Underwood Law Firm in Amarillo,
Texas in 1960.   He was Board-Certified by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Trial Law.  In the 1970s, he served as President of the
Amarillo Bar, went on to serve as the Director of the State Bar of Texas from
1975-1978, and became a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1980 and chairman of the Texas Bar Foundation 1980-1981.  In 1984 he co-au-
thored the “Texas Trial Notebook.”  He served as a Board Member for the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism from 1978 to 1999.

In 1990 Harlow co-founded the Sprouse, Mozola, Smith and Rowley Law
Firm, which eventually evolved into the Sprouse Shrader Smith firm of today.
During this time he was elected chairman of the Fellows of the Texas Bar
Foundation and received the State Bar President’s Award of Merit in 1995.  He
also worked tirelessly on the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct
Committee. 

Harlow was most proud of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, which is the Supreme
Court approved aspirational guide for all attorneys in the areas of civility and
professionalism.  Harlow, along with Justice Eugene Cook, Fred Hagans, Blackie
Holmes, and Judge Lamar McCorkle, worked hard in 1988 to develop a docu-
ment that could serve the administration of justice for many years.  In 1994
Harlow was appointed by State Bar President Jim Branton to chair a committee
to observe the fifth anniversary of the creed and to make suggestions for im-
provement.  In a 1994 Bar Journal article he wrote: “The creed is a covenant
from lawyers to the legal profession, to clients and other lawyers, and to judges
that expresses the philosophy and spirit of justice on which our country’s legal
system is founded.”

Harlow has been honored by the Amarillo Area Bar Association with the
Chief Justice Charles Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award.  The award is giv-
en to an area lawyer or judge with a distinguished legal career who has made a
substantial contribution to the Amarillo Bar, the community, and the legal pro-
fession.  The award will be presented to Harlow’s family at the Spring Institute
Dinner, which will be held May 4, 2013 at the Amarillo Club.

Harlow Sprouse was an accomplished trial lawyer, an expert in legal ethics,
a servant of the bar, and a very kind person.  He will be missed. 

Fishbowl Drawing
     $25       Joel Kaplan   not present
     $50       Alison Sanders   present           
     $100     Pace Rawlins    not present

legal bRiefs

10th and Harrison
Ideally suited for solo practitioner

or small firm.
Optional phone, receptionist, internet, 

and conference facilities available.
Abundant parking.

Call Jeremi Young
at 806-331-1800

Downtown Office 
Space For Lease

Office share available at 
ANB Plaza Two.

Large office, adjacent secretarial 
office, storage area, two conference 

rooms, large client reception area and 
other amenities available to share.

Suite 510, ANB Plaza II 
with Richard Hanna, Tom Boyd

and Mike Lynch.

Call Richard Hanna at (806) 379-6683 
with questions or for appointment to

see (civil practice please)

Kirk Crutcher
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“I am pleased to announce that I am 
transitioning to a full-time mediation 
practice as of September 1st, 2013.”

James Clark 
www.JamesClarkLawFirm.com 
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Bankruptcy 
Business 
Taxation 

The Eagle Centre
112 W. 8th, Suite 800

(806) 353-1668
Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith-based counseling center
offering professional counseling to individuals and families in the
Texas Panhandle.

Services available include:
• Children’s Play Therapy
• Grief Counseling
• Individual Psychotherapy

• Marriage and Family Counseling
• Misic Therapy
• Spiritual Direction & Consultation
• Trauma & Crisis Debriefing

Position available immediately.
Mullin Hoard & Brown is seeking an experienced 
paralegal in the Amarillo office. MHB focuses 
on document-intensive cases, and the position 
supports multiple attorneys in fast-paced 
litigation. The individual will help prepare or 
assemble complex legal documents, review and 
maintain litigation files until completion, conduct 
basic research using online sources and must 
possess excellent skills in multi-tasking, working 
independently and with a team, and detail to 
organization. Proficiency at Microsoft Word, 
TABS (or other time-keeping software), and other 
computer basics is a requirement. This is not an 
entry level position as we are seeking a qualified 
candidate with heavy civil litigation experience.

Please contact Jerry Wyckoff at (806) 372-1129 or 
jwyckoff@mhba.com , or by fax at (806) 372-5086.

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarships 
The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation has awarded 3 scholarships 

of $2,000 each to the following students:
Cole Brown from Turkey, Texas, a student at Texas Tech School 

of Law; Chase Robert Newsom from Amarillo, Texas, to begin this 
Fall at South Texas College of Law; and Eric Odom from Dimmit, 
Texas, a student at OU College of Law.

40 YEARS SUPPORTING TEXAS LAWYERS

TLIE.org / info@tlie.org / (512) 480-9074
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The Historic Amarillo Building, built in 1925, proudly 
stands as Amarillo’s oldest high-rise.

Restored to its Art-Deco grandeur by owners Kevin and 
Ginger Nelson, Amarillo’s history permeates throughout 
as Amarillo’s most respected businesses, accounting and 
law firms continue to make their mark.  
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SAVE THE DATE
2019 Trial Academy

on Voir Dire and Jury Selection

October 17, 2019
Potter County Courthouse

AABF Scholarship 
Announcement 
The Amarillo Area Bar Found- 

ation is pleased to announce that 
Jalee Blackwell, Brad Bowen, 
Christian Filsouf, and Molly Madsen 
are the recipients of the 2019-2020 
AABF scholarships.  Jalee was born 
in Amarillo and graduated from 
West Texas A&M University with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
in International Business.  She will 
graduate from West Texas A&M 
University this semester with a 
Master of Business Administration.  
Brad was born in Amarillo, graduated 
from Amarillo High School, and 
attended Amarillo College.  He 
received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Accounting and a 
Master of Science in Accountancy 
from Texas A&M University.  He is 
admitted at the University of Texas 
School of Law.  Christian grew up 
in Amarillo and graduated from 
Amarillo High School.  He graduated 
from The University of Texas at 
Dallas with both a Bachelor of 
Business Administration and Master 
of Business Administration. He is 
currently admitted at the Southern 
Methodist University Dedman School 
of Law.  Molly grew up in Amarillo 
and graduated from Amarillo High 
School.  She received a Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering 
from Texas Tech University and is 
currently completing her second 
year at the University of Texas 
School of Law.  Each scholarship is 
$2,500 for the 2019-2020 academic 
year.  Congratulations to this year’s 
recipients.

AABA History Quiz 
WIN A ROLLING BRIEFCASE!

Be the first to correctly answer the question 
below and send your answer to ebeacom@bf-law.
com and you will win a 
rolling briefcase provided 
by the State Bar of Texas.

Who was the first 
governor of Texas?

1-800-204-2222



7th Court of
aPPEals uPdatE

By Chief Justice Brian Quinn
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A trial court cannot grant a no-answer default judgment 
when an answer has been filed.  Just when you think that is 
a rather basic rule everyone knows, here comes the curve 
ball.  In Traditions Oil & Gas, LLC v. Comac Well Serv., LLC, 
No. 07-17-00374-CV, 2019 Tex. App. LEXIS 2126 (Tex. 
App.—Amarillo March 18, 2018), the trial court 1) granted a 
no-answer default judgment when an answer had not been 
filed, 2) granted the defendant’s motion for new trial, and 
3) then reconsidered its decision and “reinstated” its prior 
default judgment.  It just so happened that the defendant 
slipped in an answer before the default was reinstated.  We 
held that the reinstatement did not nullify its prior decision 
to grant a new trial and was actually a new no-answer 
default judgment.  That is when the rule kicked in . . . ya 
can’t grant a no-answer default judgment after an answer 
was filed.  Ah, technicalities . . . the life of the law.

I was sitting in a legislative budget hearing in Austin 
recently when Chief Justice Hecht was asked about the 
growing number of cases terminating the parental rights 
between parent and child.  Apparently, it is a concern to 
many, not just us judges.  It seems that most of the parents 
involved are indigent.  That means they are entitled to 
appointed counsel.  In In re A.R., No. 07-18-00350-CV, 2019 
Tex. App. LEXIS 524 (Tex. App.—Amarillo Jan. 28, 2019), the 
father appeared by phone after being arrested in another 
state and without counsel.  The trial court had not informed 
him of his right to an attorney if indigent.  Father’s time on 
the phone was limited, and he asked for an extension so he 
could work services to keep his parental rights.  Time ran out 
for the father and his calls were disconnected.  But the trial 
continued.  We treated the father’s multiple pro se requests 

for an extension as a request for a continuance because it 
was made under oath.  And, because he was not told of his 
right to an attorney if he were indigent and the trial was not 
halted so the topic of indigence could be addressed, we 
concluded that a continuance was warranted and granted 
father a new trial.  While out-and-about, I’ve heard some lay 
people call constitutional rights mere “technicalities.”  That 
kind of makes me chuckle.  Nevertheless, parental rights are 
of constitutional dimension.  Whether they are technicalities 
or not, interference with them must proceed with caution 
and care.

With this, I again end thusly . . . “summertime, and the 
livin’ is easy.”  Talk to you next Fall.     

Those documents can 
only stack so high..
Let us lend a hand!
•  Document Copying & Printing
•  Scan To Disc
•  Bates Numbering
•  Courtroom Display Posters
•  Photo Printing
•  Blow Backs
•  Same Day Turnarounds
•  Competitive Rates
•  Free Pick Up/Delivery (Amarillo)

Only litigation copying center in the
Texas Panhandle with over 23 years experience

•  Black & white copies as low as $0.12 each
•  Color copies as low as $0.49 each
•  Scanning as low as $0.16 each
•  2x3 Trial Exhibit Boards as low as $40.00 each

416 SW 8th Street  •  Amarillo, TX 79101  •  806.342.0606 ext. 24

In Memorium
Robert E. “Bob” Barfield 89, of Amarillo, died Monday, March 19, 2019 in Amarillo.
Bob was born August 8, 1929 in Lorane, Georgia, to Henry Lee and Minnie Daniel Barfield. He 

was raised in Lorane and Macon, Georgia. He graduated Mercer University in Macon with both an 
A.B. and LL.B.  

Bob served in the Army from 1953 to 1955, beginning during peace talks of the Korean War.
He practiced law in Macon, Lubbock and Amarillo from 1955 until 2009, with a two year interval 

in the stock brokerage business from 1969 to 1971.  Bob was fond of saying he had “practiced 
law for fifty years and was going to keep practicing until he got it right”. He was a regular attender, 
vestry member and lay reader at several Episcopal and Anglican churches.  He was a member of 
St. Mark’s Anglican Church at the time of his death.

One AABA lawyer of Bob’s generation remembers that Bob was the first lawyer hired to serve 
the needs of the indigent after bar president Harlow Sprouse formed a committee in the early 1970s 
to study and recommend the establishment of legal aid in our community, financed by Amarillo 
Bar Association member dues.  Another lawyer of Bob’s generation recalls that Bob Barfield was 
“pleasant, courteous.”

Bob was preceded in death by a son Robert, Jr.  He is survived by two daughters, Ellen Elizabeth 
and Susan Keophila, by four grandchildren and seven great-grandchilden.

Virtual O�ce - Day O�ce - O�ce Suites - Conference Rooms - Plug & Play

600 S. Tyler, Suite 2100 • 806-350-7410
cathy@downtownexeco�ce.com

downtownexeco�ce.com

aaBa/aaBf/aaYla 
swEaring-in CErEMonY & 

rECEPtion
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2019
Location:  Happy State Bank and Trust   
 Company * Executive Dining Room   
 (1st Floor)
 701 S. Taylor, Amarillo, Texas
Time: 5:30p.m.

Please join us for a swearing-in ceremony 
and reception honoring our newly elected officers 
and directors of the Amarillo Area Bar Association, 
Amarillo Area Bar Foundation, and Amarillo Area 
Young Lawyers Association for the 2019-20 fiscal 
year.  We also will be honoring our outgoing officers 
and directors of each respective board for their 
service.  Heavy hor d’ouevres and drinks will be 
served.

Please RSVP to Jennifer at jcruz@happybank.
com
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Young lawYEr of thE 
Month: BrodY g. hinds

In 2018, Brody G. Hinds joined 
Brown & Fortunato as a member of 
the firm’s Corporate group where 
he spends his time keeping Alfonso 
Zambrano and Tom Knapp in line. 
Brody was raised in Keys, Oklahoma 
(read: panhandle). Loving all things 
Oklahoma, Brody ventured off to big 
city of Norman to seek a Bachelor of 
Arts in Public Affairs and Administra-
tion from the University of Oklahoma. 

After graduating with honors, 

Brody G. Hinds Brody decided he loved Norman 
too much to leave and enrolled in 
the University of Oklahoma College 
of Law. In 2018, Brody received his 
Juris Doctor from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law, graduat-
ing with distinction. While at OU Law, 
he served as the Executive Editor 
of the American Indian Law Review, 
was named a Dean’s Leadership Fel-
low, and served as a member of the 
Board of Advocates. 

After spending the good majority 
of his life within the state of Oklaho-

ma, Brody decided to take his talents 
to Amarillo, Texas. At Brown & For-
tunato, Brody is learning the ‘art of 
the deal’ through the firm’s mergers 
& acquisitions practice. Brody is also 
a member of the State Bar of Texas, 
the Amarillo Bar Association, and the 
Amarillo Young Lawyers Association. 

When Brody is not in the office 
closing deals, Brody enjoys traveling, 
spending time with friends and family, 
and cheering on the Oklahoma 
Sooners.

Whether your trial is in Amarillo or Lubbock, 

My Place has you covered.

AMARILLO

(806) 803-9501
2208 Cinema Drive
Amarillo, TX 79124

LUBBOCK

(806) 701-4196
6219 62nd Street

Lubbock, TX 79424

myplacehotels.com

Downtown law firm with free standing building located at 310 W. 6th Street, has two, currently vacant offices for 
rent. Offices are each approximately 11x14’. Tenants would have access to a waiting area staffed with reception-
ists and two large conference rooms as well as off street parking. Space was formerly occupied for over 40 years 
by the Law Office of Selden Hale. Please contact Jeff Tormey at 355-2700 for further information.
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By: Brad Howard

PlaYing in thE Band
I would like to give thanks to everyone who has made this such a good 

year for the AABA.  Some of the best things about this year include our 
members’ renewed interest in assisting Legal Aid with its pro bono efforts 
in our local communities (thanks to Kay Pechin for showing us how to 
help), the formation of a committee to work with judges to update our local 
rules (thanks to Tom Riney for chairing the committee), and the wonderful 
collaboration among the AABA, the Amarillo Area Bar Foundation (AABF), 
the Amarillo Area Young Lawyers Association (AAYLA), and the Amarillo 
Area Women’s Bar Association (AAWBA) to support the promised land of 
the new-look Spring Institute on May 3rd.

The local bar associations, including the AABA, AABF, AAYLA, and 
AAWBA, all provide a great service to the bar, and we are extremely grateful 
for their efforts.  On behalf of AABA, I want to express great appreciation 
to Joby Mills, Jennie Knapp, and Matt Sherwood for their exceptional 
work to keep the AABA trucking along.  Joby will serve as President next 
year, Jennie as President-Elect, and Matt as Vice President, and we also 
welcome Liberty Lay as our new Secretary-Treasurer.  The AABA will 
be in great hands, and I will try to mentor them as well as Chris Jensen 
mentored me this year in his role as Past-President.  I would like to thank 
our outgoing Directors:  Audrey Mink, Josh Woodburn, and Bobby Ramirez, 
who dutifully served their two-year terms as Directors, and welcome our 
incoming Directors: John Headrick, Blair Oscarsson, and Tyler Topper. As a 
result of rotating leadership, adherence to traditional bar values, and fresh 
new faces, AABA is built to last. 

The AAYLA has elected the following officers for next year:  Thomas 
McMillian (President), Richard Biggs (Vice President), Brittany Taylor 
(Treasurer), and Ben Doyle (Secretary).  Please be sure to thank them for 
their service to the Bar.  The AAYLA Directors include virtually every single 
young lawyer in town, but more specifically: Tyler Alley, William Biggs, 
Cole Brown, Alysia Cordova, Tyler DiMarino, Grant Gibson, Joe Hinton, 
Jake Jekabsons, Tom Knapp, Matthew Merriott, Cho Sherwood, Matthew 
Stringer, Paige Havins, Andy Linn (new), Eric Clinton (new), Jonathan 
Hinders (new), Titiana Frausto (new), and Monique Pena (new).  AAYLA is 
very active in our local Bar and regularly sponsors CLE, happy hour events, 

and fundraisers to support bar 
members and our local community.      

Thanks also to Andrew 
Evans, the AABF President, who 
was steady in his leadership and 
then went above and beyond by 
agreeing to form a committee to 
set up the Beef with the Bench 
fundraiser in March to support 
Legal Aid.  Blair Oscarrson and 
the Amarillo Area Women’s Bar 
Association provided great support 
for the Spring Institute and created 
the first annual alternative to golf 
event. Andrew, Blair, and everyone 
who serves with them on AABF and 
AAWBA deserve our many thanks 
for their service to the Bar.   Also, 
I want to give special thanks to our 
AMA-LAW Editor Erica Beacom, 
who puts in a lot of hours to ensure 
that AMA-LAW is error freeze (just 
kidding, Erica), content-driven, and 
roughly on time.  Hers are the eyes 
of the world.

Finally, I would Iike to thank 
our Executive Director Janet Byars 
for her work to ensure, by means 
of friendly suggestions and gentle 
nudging, that the AABA Executive 
Board consistently meets the 
annual requirements.  Janet is uber 
organized, very pleasant to work 
with, and a real part of the AABA’s 
recurring success.

It is humbling to work with 
so many leaders and others who 
toil behind the scenes without any 
expectation of recognition.  To 
those I have not mentioned, thank 
you for being the silent partners who 
make our dynamic bar organization 
succeed year after year.  It has been 
a real pleasure to serve with all of 
you and make sure the music never 
stopped.  
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Harlow has been honored by the
Amarillo Area Bar Association
with the Chief Justice Charles
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement
Award.  The award is given to an
area lawyer or judge with a distin-
guished legal career who has made
a substantial contribution to the
Amarillo Bar, the community, and
the legal profession.  The award
will be presented to Harlow’s fami-
ly at the Spring Institute Dinner,
which will be held May 4, 2013
at the Amarillo Club.  Harlow
Sprouse was an accomplished trial
lawyer, an expert in legal ethics, a
servant of the bar, and a very kind
person.  He will be missed.

”Page 3

Funny thing about jury in-
structions is that failing to ask for
a particular one in a civil trial
usually means you waived any
complaint about not getting it.
That is not necessarily true in a
criminal trial.  Some must be giv-
en by the trial judge, even if no
one wants them.

”
Page 4

“

YOURBAREVENTS- MAY2013

Judge Clinton E. Averitte, President
Brian P. Heinrich, President-Elect
Tim D. Newsom, Vice President
Pamela Trimble Gleason, Secretary-Treasurer
Terry Ann White, Immediate Past President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Terms Expire 2013 Terms Expire 2014
Mark Logsdon Adrian Castillo
Liberty Lay Andrea Slater Gulley
Brad Howard Johnny K. Merritt

Jeremi K. Young, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
Elizabeth Jepson, Editor of AMA-LAW

50 YEARLAWYERS

“ Back Row:Jon Oden, Ben Sturgeon, Walter Wolfram, Don Patterson, Don Jackson, Richard Brainerd
Middle Row: Robert Sanders, Jerry Johnson, Alan Adkins, James Dorres, George Jennings, Jr., Don
Dean, Tom Morris, Dee Miller, Oth Miller
Front Row: Judge Nobles, Justice Boyd, Speaker Broadus Spivey, Bob Templeton, Bob Smith
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Tim D. Newsom, President-Elect
Dusty Stockard, Vice President
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Terms Expire 2014
Adrian Castillo
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Johnny Merritt
  
Laura Hale, AAYLA President
Jo Ann Holt, Executive Director
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      Needless to say, Ray is 
my model of what a lawyer 
should be. His ability to assess 
a legal issue and to determine 
a workable solution to the 
issue in an efficient and well-
orchestrated manner is second to 
none.

” 
                – Page 2

     William has a stated goal of 
out-doing me, and a matching 
track record, both of which 
signaled that I could be in for 
more direct competition than I 
felt I could handle. Nonetheless, 
the firm extended William a 
job offer over my vociferous 
objections, and he joined the 
firm in 2012. Neither of us has 
gotten the other fired, yet.

”               
– Page 3

Long-time Amarillo attorney, civic leader, 
and native son Robert “Bob” Sanders is the 2014 
recipient of the Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  This is the highest award be-
stowed by the Amarillo Area Bar Association upon 
one of its members. 

Bob Sanders was born and raised in Ama-
rillo.  He attended Vanderbilt University as a stu-
dent-athlete where he earned his undergraduate 
degree while playing varsity golf.  In 1960, Mr. 
Sanders obtained his law degree from Southern 
Methodist University School of Law and became 
licensed to practice law that same year.

Mr. Sanders had a very distinguished and 
diverse legal career.  From 1971 – 1987, Judge 
Sanders served as United States Magistrate Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Amarillo Di-
vision.  In private practice, former Judge Sanders 
was a partner in the Amarillo law firms of Sanders, 

Baker & Jesko, SandersBaker, PC, the Underwood 
Law Firm, and Sprouse Shrader Smith, PC.  Mr. 
Sanders provided legal advice and counsel to area 
businesses, families, educational institutions, and 
healthcare providers.  Mr. Sanders has particular 
expertise in the field of education law and is a for-
mer Director of the Texas Association of Commu-
nity College Attorneys.  He is a past president of 
the Amarillo Area Bar Association.  

Mr. Sanders not only devoted himself to the 
practice of law practice, but continually gave his 
time and energy to the Amarillo community.  He 
served as president and as a general member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Amarillo Independent 
School District, coached for Kids, Inc. and the 
Pony League baseball programs, and performed 
community service through the Amarillo Maver-
ick Boys and Girls Club, Goodwill Industries, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Tascosa Excellence Council, 
and Austin Middle School Excellence Committee, 
just to name a few.  Mr. Sanders was a founder of 
the Amarillo Community Prayer Breakfast.  He is 
a past recipient of the Amarillo Globe News “Man 
of the Year” Award.

In addition to his law practice and commu-
nity service, Mr. Sanders and Bonnie, his wife of 
fifty-four years, raised a great family.  The Sanders 
have four boys that have grown into very successful 
men themselves.

Judge Reynolds would be proud and honored 
that Bob Sanders is receiving the award created in 
his name.  Please join us on May 3, 2014 at the 
Amarillo Area Bar Association Spring Institute din-
ner where we will present Mr. Sanders with this 
well-deserved award.     

2014 Recipient of the
chaRles l. Reynolds lifetime

achievement awaRd:
RobeRt R. sandeRs

youR baR events - may 2014 youR baR events - may 2014
 S M T W T F S

Terms Expire 2015
Joni Kleinschmidt
Tod Mayfield
Randall Sims

Robert “Bob” Sanders
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    It has been a real pleasure to 

serve with all of you and make 

sure the music never 

stopped.”                       -Page 2

     That is when the rule kicked 

in . . . ya can’t grant a no-

answer default judgment after 

an answer was filed.”                    

                        -Page 5
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celebrAting our
PAst Presidents

Swearing-In 
Ceremony & 
Reception, 5:30-7:00.  
Happy State Bank

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Brad Howard, President
Joby Mills, President-Elect
Jennie Knapp, Vice President
Matt Sherwood, Secretary-Treasurer
Chris Jensen, Immediate Past President
 
Terms Expire 2019:
Audrey Mink
Josh Woodburn
Bobby Ramirez
 
Courtney White, AAYLA President
Janet Byars, Executive Director
Erica Beacom, AMA-LAW Editor

Terms Expire 2020:
Robyn Nance
Laura Hale
Thomas McMillian

Amarillo Area Bar Association honored 19 of its previous Presidents at the 
monthly luncheon on April 11.  Pictured above are: Back row: Tim Newsom, 
Paul Williamson, Dusty Stockard, Bill Brian, Chris Jensen, James Doores, Tom 
Bunkley, Hon. Clint Averitte, Brian Heinrich, and John Irwin.  Seated:  Robert 
Sanders, Brad Howard (current President), Hon. Abe Lopez, Mark White, Terry 
White, Michele Fortunato, Susan Burnette, Kelly Utsinger, and Justice James 
Campbell. Also attending but not pictured was Mark Logsdon.        

112 West 8th Ave., #615
Amarillo, Texas 79101
806-371-7226






